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“Solar has its rightful place in modern society. But Lime Down is not that 
place.    

In particular, the siting of the BESS - nearly 300 batteries each the size of a 
shipping container just yards behind our house.  As well as about 58K solar 
panels in an arc around us, we will be subjected to the noise of the BESS 
24/7 and see it from upstairs windows and the top of the garden.    

If that wasn’t enough, we will be under constant threat of a devastating 
and potentially lethal thermal runaway.   

Yes, they are rare but they do happen and everyone in our house at the 
time, children and babies, would be sitting ducks, overwhelmed by toxic 
gas and smoke before anyone else and it would quickly extend to 
Hullavington where, just a field away, is the primary school of nearly 150 
pupils.   

Even closer is the London/South Wales railway in a deep cutting. The area 
floods regularly and, with gigantic panels nearby, the volume and rate of 
runoff would greatly increase flood risk. 

The Applicant has failed, deliberately or otherwise, to give any estimates of 
potential pollution on the railway, totally ignoring the likelihood of toxic 
gas emissions which would gravely threaten rail passengers.   Depending 
on wind conditions, all surrounding villages and Malmesbury itself could 
be affected.  There would be total shutdown. 

It is hard to imagine a less suitable site for the BESS, an unprecedented 20 
kilometres from the Grid connection. 

I was pleased to see your pertinent questions of Wilts & Dorset Fire but 
can see no response from them to indicate they would be up to the task. But 
we learn from history.  This BESS is roughly the size of Moss Landing 
which had a thermal runaway in Jan ’25. 

That needed about 2.2 million litres of water in a closed-loop system, all 
needing disposal as hazardous waste. 

IGP proposes provision of less than half a million litres, not in a closed-loop 
system and with no indication of where it would be stored.  That’s less than 
a quarter needed at Moss Landing.  Even so, this vast volume of hazardous 



water would run off into regularly flooded land and probably through our 
house as well. 

I would not wish the potential horror of the BESS on anyone but it could 
be anywhere and does not have to be adjacent to the railway and a Grade I 
Listed building, the origins of which which were in Domesday. 

The real attraction of the BESS is not to store electricity from Lime Down 
but to import it from the grid when demand is low and export it at peak 
times when the price is high.  It is an obvious money-grabbing device.  If 
the DCO is granted, Macquarie will just sell off the windfall asset and hop 
back to Australia before any of the grotesque results descend on us 
disposable locals.   

This part of the glorious higgeldy-piggedly jigsaw that is rural England 
will be lost forever to the avarice of distant overseas investors and nine 
greedy, selfish landowners who care not for their neighbours and erstwhile 
friends.  

They might not care but we do - this is OUR community and OUR lives.  
Lime Down has no merit whatsoever in planning terms and must not be 
allowed to happen.” 
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